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MESSAGE OF SECRETARY GENERAL ECOSAI

ECOSAI Circular focuses on fostering knowledge sharing in the area of public auditing with the intent 

to promoting professional and technical cooperation among member SAIs. It gives me immense 

pleasure to present Autumn issue of ECOSAI Circular 2019.

I am glad to share with our readers the outcome of valuable efforts of President, ECOSAI, for 

strengthening professional cooperation within and without the region. In a bid to broaden the 

horizon of ECOSAI, SAIs of Qatar, Kuwait, Palestine and Belarus have joined the Organization as 

'Observer' during the 8th ECOSAI Assembly held on October 22, 2019 at Istanbul, Turkey. Joining of 

ECOSAI as observer of these SAIs is aimed at enabling the member SAIs to learn from experiences of 

SAIs working in diverse geographical region under different governance frameworks and mandates 

but faced with a range of challenges common to ECOSAI region. I congratulate the President, 

ECOSAI for his dynamic leadership role. I am optimistic that the 'Observer' SAIs will afford this 

opportunity to ensure exchange wide-ranging and rewarding experience.

The ECOSAI Circular precisely targets the professional enrichment of member SAIs. I hope you will 

enjoy reading the current issue as much as I did. I take this opportunity to thank all the contributors 

for making the present issue rich in contents and encourage ECOSAI members to become more 

proactive in contributing to the Organization's initiatives for the benefit of all.

i
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On his appointment by H.E. the President of the 

Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, Mr. Mohammad 

Naiem Haqmal assumed the Office of the Auditor-

General, Afghanistan on 02 March 2019.

Mr. Mohammad Naiem Haqmal, son of Mr. 

Mohammad Kateb, was born in 1980 in a devout and 

intellectual family in Saripul Province of Afghanistan. 

Mr. Haqmal is a fellow member of the Association of 

Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA). He is also a 

member of the Chartered Institute of Public Finance 

and Accountancy (CIPFA) since 2015. With his 

Bachelor’s degree in Applied Accounting from 

Oxford Brooks University, England, he obtained his 

Master’s in Business Administration (MBA) in 2013 

from World Wide Science Business School, 

specializing in strategic management. Mr. Haqmal is 

fluent in English and speaks official languages, Dari 

and Pashtu. 

 

Mr. Haqmal has received several managerial and 

professional trainings covering subjects of 

Statements of Financial Posit ion Analysis , 

Accounting Principles and Framework, Financial 

Audit, Environment Management System, Cost and 

Price Analysis, Financial Disclosure, Standards for 

Financial Statements, Business Writing and Cyber 

Security Awareness, from USAID and UNDP inside 

and outside of the country. 

Mr. Haqmal has over 12 years of professional 

experience in management, accounting, financial 

management and auditing since 2006 across the 

private sector, International and multi-lateral 

agencies, projects, Banking, and Government. In the 

private sector, he worked as Finance Manager with 

Afghanistan Holding Group (AHG), a financial 

services firm in 2012 where he dealt with capacity 

building of the finance and accounting staff and tax-

related matters. He has also been teaching ACCA 

subjects at the American University of Afghanistan 

(AUAF) since 2014.

His experience with international and multilateral 

agencies includes dealing with accounting matters 

in CARE International, as a Finance Officer with the 

UNDP in the area of Sub-National Governance for 

two years and as Financial Analyst for three years 

with the USAID.

His experiences in Government include as Finance 

Officer in World Bank project in the Ministry of 

Agriculture,  I rr igation,  and Livestock and 

subsequently with his excellent performances in the 

project, as Finance Manager of the project and as 

Audit Specialist in Internal Audit in the Ministry of 

Finance. 

Before assuming the Office of the Auditor-General, 

Afghanistan, Mr. Haqmal served as the Chairman of 

the Kabul Bank Receivership Commission and as the 

Deputy Minister (Acquisition, Technology, and 

Logistics) in the Ministry of Defense of Afghanistan. 

Supreme Audit Office (SAO), Afghanistan

Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

Appointment of the new Auditor General of 

the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

AFGHANISTAN
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Mr. Fazel Hadi Fazel possess over 10 years of 

professional experience in the field of audit. Started his 

career with KPMG Afghanistan, he has served different 

entities both in public and private sector. Prior to his 

appointment as Deputy Auditor General, he was 

serving the American University of Afghanistan as 

head of Internal Audit. 

In addition, Mr. Fazel has served as Senior Audit 

Advisor with USAID – AMANAT project, Senior Audit 

Specialist with PFMR-2 of World Bank and as Deputy 

Chief Internal Auditor at the Azizi Bank. He has also 

served as independent member of the Audit 

Committee in different commercial banks.

As the founder, the President and Chairman of the 

Board for Institute of Internal Auditors Afghanistan, 

Mr. Fazel has always strived to promote the profession 

in the country.

He has obtained his Bachelor degree in Economics 

from Kabul University and Master’s in Business 

Administration from AUAF. Furthermore, Mr. Fazel is a 

certified Fraud Examiner from the Association of 

Certified Fraud Examiners and has received several 

professional and managerial trainings in identifying 

and detecting fraud, Auditing, Management, 

Accounting, and investment from various institutions.

In additional to his professional activities, Mr. Fazel is 

an active audit lecturer and has provided training 

programs on different platforms.

Changes and recent developments 

The Supreme Audit Office is endeavouring to keep 

pace with the requirement of the updated ISSAIs 

framework; meet the conditions set by the 

development partner’s benchmarks and achieve and 

effective basis of an independent SAI to deliver quality 

audit products. The following changes are noteworthy 

Monitoring mechanism for status of implementation 

of audit recommendations by the auditee -  a 

mechanism for the following up on the audit findings 

has been developed to monitor, collect and analyse 

the status of  implementat ion of  the audit 

recommendations by the audit entities. This is also a 

benchmark under development partners’ agreements. 

The information base of follow up provide basis for 

verified status of implementation of the audit 

recommendations. It highlights the value added by 

audit.   

Professional Capacity Development – on the basis of 

the overall framework of the INTOSAI Capacity 

Development Committee (CDC), the SAO has put in 

place a long term professionalisation and capacity 

development plan and strategy. The strategy seeks to 

capacity development through a multi-pronged 

approach which includes inhouse training and training 

with the support of other SAIs, professional 

certification, recruitment of already professionally 

qualified personal. The SAO in 2019 has set up Training 

and Capacity Development Centre. The Centre is 

responsible for conducting an annual programme for 

about 100 fresh entrants / auditors with syllabus based 

on standard materials and courses comprising papers 

of accounting, audit and assurance, public financial 

m a n a g e m e n t ,  A f g h a n i s t a n  B u s i n e s s  a n d 

Adminsitrative Laws, IS / CAATS, etc.  

Additionally, SAO has also undertaken the 

following for capacity development and training. 

o English proficiency classes for 122 staff based 

 on need analysis through an MoU with an  

 English teaching Institute.

o Foundation in Accountancy class for 139 staff 

 who are proficient in English.

o IPSASs class for 13 staffs to enable them to 

 pursue IPSAS based certification / diploma.

o Thee SAO has recruited 20 ACCA students as 

 Internees for six months. 

Supreme Audit Office (SAO), Afghanistan

Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

Appointment of the new Deputy Auditor 

General of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan 
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Functional Review of the SAO - As per a Government-

wide initiative, the SAO has undertaken functional 

review to assess its organisational structure, operation 

and processes, adequacy of the staff and skill-sets, 

their efficiency and effectiveness and to identify 

redundnacies, duplicacies, non-aligned processes and 

structures, and adequacy to meet the SAO’s mandate 

as an institution of public trust and contribute to 

accountable, transparent and effective public financial 

management in the country. It also seeks to assess how 

best to meet the requirement of the ISSAI framework. 

An international functional review expert is at advance 

stage of completing the work. 

According to the ISSAIs framework, the SAO shall carry 

out its functions and responsibilities as a Supreme 

Audit Institution, and as a member of INTOSAI, 

ASOSAI, ECOSAI, and INCOSAI.

Research, Development and Training Committee 

(RDTC)– The SAO set up a research, development and 

training committee with the prime objective of 

conducting research and studying the best / good 

practices and applicable standards and emerging 

changes and innovations in the field of auditing, 

financial reporting, IT audit, internal control system 

and internal audit, CAATTs, etc., and to provide inputs 

for development, updating and innovating the SAO’s 

audit approach, methodology, audit process and 

management and quality control and for training and 

capacity building of the SAO staff through training.  

The RDTC,  based on the ISSAIs  and ISSAI 

implementation Handbooks has developed manual 

and audit toolkits for financial audit and compliance 

audit to provide standardised and ready-to-use 

toolkits and templates including for availability of 

audit working papers and absorb principles, practices, 

standards and guidelines of the ISSAIs.

Financial Audit within SOEs & SOCs Audit 

Directorate  -Due to inadequate capacity and skills, 

earlier, the SAO was not able to undertake audit of the 

financial statements of the State owned Enterprises / 

Corporations (SoEs/SoCs) for which the SAO is 

mandated. In 2019, SAO has undertaken and 

completed audit of three (03) SoEs/SoCs.One of these, 

was piloted by including SAO staffs who underwent 

training conducted by the Swedish National Audit 

Office.  The SAO has planned at least 10 SoEs/SoCs 

audit in 2020.

Establishment of IT Audit Directorate – Though SAO 

Afghanistan started conducting IT audits in 2017, it 

was conducted by staff within the IT Department which 

mainly dealt with IT infrastructure and equipment. In 

2019, however, a full-fledged IT Audit Directorate has 

been set up. This was a significant achievement, and a 

first step to separate IT audit professional work from IT 

support and administration. This is also based on the 

recognition of the importance of IT audit in achieving 

SAO’s strategic objectives in providing assurance on IT 

governance, integrity, security, effectiveness and 

efficiency of IT systems/programs in light of emerging 

technology risks faced by Government of Afghanistan 

(GoA).

To this end, SAO Afghanistan is committed to building 

sustainable capacity to conduct quality IT Audits in 

Government Sector, and achieving the following goals 

and objectives:

· To Have Adequate IT Audit Capacity, 

 Organizational and Professional Development

· To Expand Coverage of IT Audit

· To Provide Timely, Effective and High-Quality 

 IT Audit Services

Quality Assurance Guidelines– The SAO has prepared 

Quality Assurance guidelines to achieve quality in all 

areas of SAO’s activities and to have a robust quality 

assurance (QA) system.  The main purpose of the 

guidelines is to emphasize the importance of QA in the 

effective delivery of SAO’s mandate and a step by step 

guide for the quality assurance reviewers (QARs).  

Audit Report Proof Reading Committee - The SAO is 

seeking to assure quality audit products through 

several means. One being dedicated team to go 

through the draft audit reports, which have already 

travelled through the audit teams and the middle level 

supervision but pending final approval. A Proof 

Reading Committee (PRC) established in June 2019 

under the supervision of Professional Deputy Auditor  

General is responsible for review and value addition 

through assurance about quality of audit reports.

Design and Preparation of Stakeholders Engagement 

Strategy and Action Plan - The SAO recognizes the 

importance of demonstrating relevance to citizens and 

other stakeholders in order to strengthen the SAO 

capacit ies and effectiveness in holding the 

government to account for the use of public resources. 

We acknowledge that by communicating simply and 

clearly with our stakeholders, they will have clear 

expectations, a greater understanding of our work and 

responsibility. We believe this approach involves not 

NEWS
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just agreeing with our stakeholders, but also 

understanding and recognizing their beliefs, ideas, 

values, and perceptions. Developing stakeholder 

relat ionships that demonstrate this  shared 

understanding, provides a foundation upon which 

interactive communication can exist with stakeholders 

w h o s e  i n t e r e s t s  a r e  v e s t e d  i n  o u r  w o r k .

The Objectives of the Stakeholder Engagement 

Plan are:

· Identifying and categorizing stakeholders 

 based on their degree of influence on the 

 decision-making process and degree by which 

 they are directly impacted by the result

· Listen to the need and concern of all 

 stakeholders

· Providing the necessary information that  

 stakeholders need to understand the options 

 and that decision-makers need to make 

 informed decisions.

· Consulting with decision-makers to 

 determine options for

 addressing stakeholders need

  and considering and easing their concerns

· Engaging or preparing with stakeholders in 

 the decision-making process

· Attract public confidence on SAI for better  

 transparency and accountability     

· Enhance CSO's and citizen's participation in 

 promoting legitimacy, transparency, 

 accountability, and independence of SAO.

· Strengthen Strategic communications with 

 Stakeholders and obtaining their strategies 

 and policies. 

· Strengthen the quality and efficiency of audit 

 through cooperation with development 

 partners and other entities.

· Improve Government’s Accounting services  

 and General Administration by Transparency 

 and enhance support to operations of SAO.
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By virtue of a letter of appointment issued by Prof. Dr. 

Adel Azar, President of SAC, Mr. Mohsen Emrani, was 

appointed as new Vice-President for Legal, 

Parliamentary, Annual Reports and Provinces Affairs of 

SAC, replacing Dr. Sadegh Mennati Nejad, who was in 

charge of this Vice-Presidency for the past three years. 

During the inauguration ceremony, Prof. Dr. Adel Azar 

appreciated Dr. Mennati Nejad's efforts during his 

vice-presidency and added that Dr. Mennati Nejad 

could establish a relaxed atmosphere among SAC, the 

Parliament and executive organizations across the 

country. 

Next, the President of SAC introduced Mr. Mohsen 

Emrani as the new Vice-President for Legal, 

Parliamentary, Annual Reports and Provinces Affairs of 

SAC, who is characterized with brilliant records in the 

Office of Public Prosecutor as well as much experience 

in SAC.

SAC Successfully Hosted the 

2nd International Training 

Course on Performance Auditing

SAC hosted a six-day International Training Course 

on Performance Auditing delivered by Mr. Sheraz 

Manzoor Haider, Director General of International 

Relations & Coordination Wing of SAI Pakistan, 

from 20 to 25 July 2019 in Tehran. 

The course, attended by auditors and senior auditors 

of SAC, included some significant theoretical and 

practical themes in the field of performance audit; 

among them, some practical case studies on 

Pakistan, Canada, Australia and Islamic Republic of 

Iran. 

Appointment of New Vice-President for Legal, 

Parliamentary, Annual Reports and Provinces Affairs of SAC

IRAN
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At the closing ceremony, Mr. Sheraz Manzoor Haider 

delivered a summary report on the course as well as 

positive resultant outcomes and feedbacks and 

praised the constructive views of SAC's high-ranking 

officials, in the direction of enhancing auditors' 

empowerment and knowledge-sharing, especially in 

the field of performance auditing.

The President of Supreme Audit Court (SAC) 

of I.R. Iran attended INCOSAI XXIII Moscow, 

Russia (23-28 September 2019)

Professor Dr. Adel Azar, President of SAC, 

accompanied by Dr. Sasan Mobini Dehkordi, Director 

General of Fars Province and Mr. Ehsan Haji bagheri, 

Head of International Affairs Department, joined 

heads of about 200 Supreme Audit Institutions at the 

23rd International General Assembly(GA) of Supreme 

Audit Institutions (INCOSAI), hosted by SAI Russia in 

Moscow from 23 to 28 September 2019. 

Dr. Adel Azar took part in the opening ceremony at 

the international conferences hall (Moscow Manege). 

The session was attended by Vladimir Putin, the 

President of Russia, Chairman of SAI Russia and the 

new Chairman of INTOSAI, high-ranking officials 

from Russian Senate, State Duma, and the mayor of 

Moscow. Among other international officials in the 

GA, were Secretary General of INTOSAI, President of 

SAI UAE and the former Chairman of INTOSAI, and 

the representatives of the United Nations and the 

World Bank.

On the final day of the GA, Dr. Azar voted positive for 

the Moscow Declaration. It is worth noting that, 

during the GA, Dr. Adel Azar held separate bilateral 

meetings with the heads of over ten SAIs, namely 

Russia, Turkey, Spain, China, Indonesia, Iraq, Oman, 

Kuwait, Kazakhstan and Armenia, in which, some 

important bilateral and multilateralsubjects were 

discussed. Besides, on 26 September, the Iranian 

delegation also attended the Forum of Jurisdictional 

SAIs, alongside 30 countries.

NEWS
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PAKISTAN

NEWS

Mr. Javaid Jahangir, Auditor General of Pakistan and Mr. Zulfiqar Khan, Director participated in the XXIII Congress 

and 72nd and 73rd Governing Board Meetings of the INTOSAI from September-23-28, 2019 at Moscow, Russian 

Federation. Besides participation of Auditor General of Pakistan in the XXIII Congress, the Auditor General of 

Pakistan  also attended several bilateral meetings with member heads of Supreme Audit of Institutions for further 

strengthening the bilateral relations between the SAIs. 

Mr. Javaid Jahangir, Auditor General of Pakistan participated in International Consortium on Governmental 

Financial Management (ICGFM) conference as an organizational member from December 2-4, 2019 at 

Washington DC, USA.

Mr. Javaid Jahangir, Auditor General of Pakistan alongwith four member delegation participated in 8th ECOSAI 

Assembly, 8th ECOSAI Symposium, 24th ECOSAI Governing Board meeting from October 21-23, 2019 at Istanbul, 

Turkey. The SAI Pakistan is a permanent secretariat of ECOSAI and part in important decision making during the 

event.  
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8th ECOSAI General Assembly Meeting was held in 

Istanbul on 22 October 2019, and the SAIs of 

Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kirgizstan, 

Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkish Republic of Northern 

Cyprus (TRNC) and Turkey attended as members while 

the SAIs of Belarus, Palestine, Qatar and Kuwait 

attended as observers.

In the General Assembly Meeting, ECOSAI 2019-2022 

training plan and the ECOSAI membership of the SAIs 

of Belarus, Palestine, Qatar and Kuwait as observers 

were approved. In addition, the ECOSAI Charter was 

updated and approved in the meeting.

In the ECOSAI Assembly Meeting, the SAI of 

Kazakhstan was elected as the President of ECOSAI for 

the period of 2019-2022. The SAIs of Turkey, 

Kazakhstan, Afghanistan, Azerbaijan and Pakistan were 

elected as Governing Board members; and the SAIs of 

Iran and Kyrgyzstan were elected as members of the 

Audit Committee.

Our delegation, headed by the President of the TCA, 

Seyit Ahmet BAŞ, attended the said event and carried 

out many bilateral meetings.

th24  ECOSAI Governing Board Meeting was held in 

Istanbul

The 24th Governing Board meeting started with the 

opening speech of Mr. Seyit Ahmet Baş, President of 

the Turkish Court of Accounts and ECOSAI on 21st 

October 2019 in İstanbul, TURKEY. Following the 

adoption of the agenda, Auditor General of Pakistan, 

as the ECOSAI Secretariat, presented the ECOSAI 

Activity Report.

After the presentation of the 2018 Financial 

Statements of ECOSAI by the Secretariat, the 

19thECOSAI Training Committee report was 

presented.

During the meeting, report on the publication of the 

ECOSAI Circular by the SAI Pakistan; report on 

presentation of ECOSAI as “Observer” in ASOSAI; and 

report on ECOSAI Trainings held in 2019 were 

presented, as well. Also, a discussion was held on the 

introduction of SAIs as “Observer” members in ECOSAI.

Finally, after the report on MoUs signed between 

ECOSAI member SAIs was presented and other 

relevant matters were discussed, the meeting ended 

with the closing address of Mr. Seyit Ahmet Bas.

19th ECOSAI Training Committee Meeting was held 

in Istanbul

19th ECOSAI Training Committee meeting started on 

21October 2019 with the participants from the SAIs of 

Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Pakistan and 

th8  ECOSAI General Assembly 

held in Istanbul, Turkey 

TURKEY

NEWS
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Turkey.

During the meeting, the Committee decided on the 

2019 - 2022 training agenda of ECOSAI. In this scope, 

decision was made in principle on the “Audit of Public 

Debts” training program to be held in Kazakhstan in 

2021.

In addition, use of ECOSAI web-site to facilitate 

implementat ion  of  the  Gu ide  to  Learn ing 

Management System was discussed.

Moreover, the possibility of signing of MoU between 

ECOSAI members on bilateral co-operation including 

training programs and exchange of visits of small 

groups of experts among SAIs was discussed.

Finally, the ECOSAI Training Plan for 2019 - 2022 to be 

approved by the Governing Board was finalized.

Our Website is now Available in French

As part of our efforts for increasing the recognition of 

the Turkish Court of Accounts (TCA) among the 

international supreme audit institutions and informing 

a wider community about our activities, the TCA 

website is now available in French.

Along with the audit activities conducted, information 

and documents on the trainings organized within the 

scope of bilateral and multilateral agreements and 

current news about the TCA will be published on this 

website.

“Risk Management” and “IT Audit” Workshops 

Organized with the State Audit Bureau of Qatar

The study visit of the delegation from the State Audit 

Bureau (SAB) of Qatar, who paid a visit to our country 

within the framework of the bilateral cooperation 

between the Turkish Court of Accounts (TCA) and the 

SAB, on the topics of “Risk Management” and “IT Audit 

”was held on15-18 October 2019.

In the first part of the 4-day programme, risk 

management standards, fundamental principles and 

components of institutional risk management and 

practice examples related to these were discussed. In 

the second part of the programme, the two SAIs 

shared their experiences and knowledge on “IT Audit''.

“Financial Audit” Training for the Auditors of the 

SAI of Afghanistan

The training on “Financial Audit” organized for the 

professional staff of the Supreme Audit Office of the 

Islamic Republic of Afghanistan within the framework 

of the Memorandum of Understanding signed 

between the Turkish Court of Accounts (TCA) and the 

Supreme Audit Office of the Islamic Republic of 

Afghanistan started on 30 September 2019.

The objective of this training was to increase the 

professional development and capacities of the 

auditors of the Supreme Audit Office of the Islamic 

Republic of Afghanistan. Within the scope of the 

training, the TCA auditors provided information on the 

financial audit methodology and planning stage of 

financial audit, in particular.

At the end of the training program, TCA President Seyit 

Ahmet BAŞ granted the certificates of participation to 

10 auditors participating in the training.

Turkish Court of Accounts Delegation attended the 

23rd INCOSAI

The 23rd INCOSAI, Congress of the International 

Organisation of Supreme Audit Institutions (INTOSAI) 

was held in Moscow,Russian Federation, on 23 

September 2019.

NEWS
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During the congress, panels were organized in the light 

of the themes of “Information Technology for the 

Development of Public Administration” and “The Role 

of the Supreme Audit Institutions in the Achievement 

of National Priorities and Goals”; the meetings of main 

committees were held; and in addition, the meeting of 

“Forum of Jurisdictional SAIs” was conducted.

23. INCOSAI ended with the 73.Governing Board 

meeting, which was chaired by the SAI of Russian 

Federation, which will carry out the presidency of 

INTOSAI in the next three years. The congress also 

approved the Moscow Declaration, which included the 

aims of responding effectively to opportunities 

brought by technological advancement, providing 

independent external oversight on the achievement of 

nationally agreed targets including those linked to the 

SDGs, and enhancing the impact and value of SAIs.

The Turkish Court of Accounts (TCA) delegation, which 

attended the said Congress as headed by the President 

of the TCA, Mr. Seyit Ahmet BAŞ, carried out several 

bilateral meetings and signed memoranda of 

understanding.

Memoranda of Understanding were signed with 

the SAIs of China and Korea 

Memoranda of Understanding were signed between 

our institution and the SAIs of China and Korea on 27 

September 2019 in Moscow. The said agreements 

were signed during the 23rdINCOSAI, and they aim to 

share knowledge and experience regarding the two 

countries particularly on public external audit 

methodology and methods.

Workshop on Audit of Municipal on 24-25 

September 2019, a workshop was held in Ankara to 

exchange mutual knowledge and experience within 

the framework of EU TAIEX Projects on the Audit of 

Municipal Revenues.

The workshop was attended by Mr. Luis Carlos 

Sánchez, the Acting Chairman of Autonomous Regions 

and Cities Control Department assigned in the SAI of 

Spain, Mr. Jorge Ferrán Dilla, the Director of Legal 

Consultancy Unit from the same department, and 

professional staff members from the TCA.

The workshop, which covered the audit of municipal 

NEWS
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revenues such as taxes, duties, charges and fees, ended 

with a closing ceremony with the participation of Mr. 

Zekeriya Tüysüz, Vice President of the TCA. Revenues

“Information Technologies Audit” Training for the 

SAI of Kuwait

In the framework of the bilateral agreement between 

our institution and the SAI of Kuwait, the training 

program on “Information Technologies (IT) Audit” for 

the staff members of the SAI of Kuwait started on 15 

September 2019 in the capital city of Kuwait, and it was 

hosted by the SAI of Kuwait.

The training program has 50 participants from the SAI 

of Kuwait, and it takes place in two periods between 

the dates of 15-26 September 2019. During the 

training program, the participants received training on 

basic IT concepts, IT risks, IT controls, relevant 

standards and basic control areas (IT governance, 

information security, external procurement, operation, 

maintenance, business continuity and disaster 

recovery planning, system development, project 

management and application controls) and learnt 

about the good practice examples.

Performance Audit Training for the Delegation 

from the SAI of Moldova A delegation, which was 

headed by Member Ms. Marina COVALI from the Court 

of Accounts of the Republic of Moldova, attended the 

training program about “Performance Audit” on 09-13 

September 2019.

The program included 13 participants from the SAI of 

Moldova and it provided training on the planning, 

execution, reporting and monitoring stages of the 

performance audit and gave examples of best 

practices.In addition to international standards, basic 

approaches and audit experiences of TCA in the field of 

performance audit were also discussed by TCA’s 

auditors during the training program.

The President of TCA, Mr. Seyit Ahmet BAŞ, presented 

the certificates to the participants at the end of the 

training.

The Turkish Court of Accounts Carried out the 

External Audit of the Economic Cooperation 

Organization (ECO) and the ECO Cultural Institute

The organization was the established in 1985 with the 

aim of contributing to the development of member 

countries, removing trade barriers within the ECO 

region and developing intra-regional trade and 

encouraging the integration of ECO region with global 

markets, and strengthening cultural and historical ties 

between the member countries. Turkey has been a 

member of the organization as a founding country 

since 1985. 

The funds transferred by the member states to the 

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and the audit 

of expenditures from these funds for the year 2018 was 

carried out. The audit was conducted through auditors 

appointed by Turkey, Iran and Pakistan.
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During the audits, the payments related to the 

expenditures, the bank records and the accounting 

transactions related to the expenditures were 

examined through the documents proving the 

expenditures made from the sources transferred by 

the ECO Secretariat.

As a result of audits; a report was drawn up on whether 

the expenditures are realized in line with the legal 

agreements, the regulation of the cooperation 

organization and the specified objectives.

Sampling Methodology Knowledge and 

Experience Sharing Workshop

The workshop for mutual knowledge and experience 

sharing in the field of the Application of Audit 

Sampling Methodology and Techniques within the 

scope of the EU TAIEX Program started on 30 July 2019 

in Ankara.

Prah Natasa, Head of Audit Division of Slovenia Budget 

Audit Bureau, Stegić Marin, Deputy Director of Croatia 

European Union Programs Implementation System 

Audit Agency (ARPA) and the TCA auditors participated 

in the workshop.

In the two-day long workshop, works conducted by the 

EU Commission in this respect, EU practices and other 

significant matters were discussed.

Training Program for Auditors from the SAI of 

TRNC

In the framework of the bilateral agreement between 

the TCA and the SAI of TRNC, a 5-day training program 

on 22-26 June 2019was organized for the auditors of 

the SAI TRNC with the contributions of Turkish 

Coordination and Cooperation Agency (TİKA), and it 

was hosted by the TCA.

The said trainings aimed to increase the professional 

competencies and capacities of the auditors of the SAI 

of TRNC. In the scope of the 5-days program, the TCA 

auditors delivered trainings on the planning, 

executing, reporting phases and good practices of 

“Financial Audit”

At the end of the training program, TCA President Seyit 

Ahmet BAŞ, gave the training certificates to the 

auditors that participated in the training.

Environmental Audit Information and Experience 

Sharing Workshop

The workshop for sharing information and experience 

within the scope of EU TAIEX Program in the fields of 

environmental audit and flood risk management audit 

was organised on 9.7.2019 in Ankara.  

Deputy President Dietmar Weihrich of the SAI of 

Sachsen-Anhalt State (Germany), environmental audit 

project manager Olaf Hoffmann, officials from DSI, 

AFAD, the Ministry of Agriculture and Forest, and TCA 

staff attended the workshop.

The workshop, which continued for two days, focused 

on EU directives particularly on the issue, country 

practice of Germany and other important issues.
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Training Program for Auditors from the State Audit 

and Administrative Control Bureau of Palestine was 

Completed

Within the framework of the bilateral agreement 

between the TCA and the State Audit  and 

Administrative Control Bureau of Palestine, a 5-day 

training program was organized for the auditors of the 

State Audit and Administrative Control Bureau of 

Palestine on 24-28 June 2019.

The said training aimed to increase the professional 

competencies and capacities of the auditors of the 

State Audit and Administrative Control Bureau of 

Palestine. In the scope of the program, the TCA 

auditors delivered trainings on the planning, 

executing, reporting phases and good practices of 

“Audit of State Owned Enterprises”

At the end of the training program, the TCA President 

Seyit Ahmet BAŞ, gave certificates to the auditors that 

participated in the training.

The Turkish Court of Accounts carried out the 

Financial Audit of the D-8 Organization for 

Economic Cooperation 

The Turkish Court of Accounts (TCA) carried out a 

financial audit on the funds transferred by the Member 

States to the D-8 Organization for Economic 

Cooperation and the expenditures made out of these 

funds in 2017 and 2018.

The Developing-8 (D-8) Organization for Economic 

Cooperation was established in 1997 to create new 

opportunities and diversify trade relations and to 

develop economic cooperation through concrete joint 

projects between Turkey, Pakistan, Iran, Malaysia, 

Nigeria, Egypt, Bangladesh and Indonesia and to 

increase the participation of these countries in the 

international  decis ion-making process .  mic 

Cooperation

The Turkish Court of Accounts (TCA) celebrates Its 

157th Anniversary

On 29 May 2019, the Turkish Court of Accounts (TCA) 

celebrated the 157th anniversary of its establishment 

with its current designation as well as the 1179th year 

of establishment since its original foundation by the 

Turkish states.

The TCA has a deep-rooted history dating back to the 

Court of Integrity (Divan-ıIshraf), which was the audit 

body of the historical Turkish states, namely the 

Karahanids, Gaznavids and Seljuks, and to the Court of 

Accounts, which was established on 29 May 1862 

during the Ottoman Empire. Today, the TCA is one of 

the most important institutions in Turkish public 

management. Furthermore, it is also an active supreme 

audit institution in the international arena particularly 

as the EUROSAI President.

To commemorate its 157th anniversary, the TCA 

organised a national program, which included a 

symposium attended by members of the judiciary, 

academicians and participants from public institutions. 

In addition, the celebrations included an art exhibition 

covering the creations of the TCA personnel as well as a 

Turkish folk music concert performed by the TCA 

personnel.
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TCA has become a member of the INTOSAI CBC 

Subcommittee on Peer Reviews

The term “peer review” refers to an external and 

independent review of one or more elements of the 

organisation and/or operation of a SAI by a team of 

professional peers from one or more SAIs.

The Subcommittee on Peer Reviews was created under 

the scope of the INTOSAI Capacity Building Committee 

(CBC) at its inaugural meeting in London, 13 – 14 

March, 2006 with the following tasks:

· To assess and document existing peer review 

 arrangements in the INTOSAI community.

· To foster an environment where such 

 voluntary reviews are seen as beneficial to 

 both the SAI undertaking the review and the 

 SAI choosing to undergo it and establish 

 global and regional mechanisms for initiating 

 peer reviews.

· To update the CBC guidelines on peer reviews 

 and the developed checklist on the basis of 

 the experience of SAIs and provide further 

 good practices on how to undertake voluntary 

 peer reviews.

· To disseminate the results of peer reviews, as 

 appropriate and as agreed to by participating 

 SAIs.

· The role and importance of the peer 

 review as one of the foremost capacity 

 building tools was underlined in the first 

 INTOSAI Strategic plan 2010 – 2016 and that 

 position is maintained in INTOSAI Strategic 

 plan 2017 – 2022.

TCA believes that peer review is a helpful tool to 

enhance the capacities of SAIs through submitting an 

external assessment and giving information by a peer 

SAI or a group of SAIs. For this reason, TCA has become 

a member of the Subcommittee on Peer Reviews in 

order to follow contemporary developments and 

approaches regarding enhancing capacities of SAIs in 

the changing world. Furthermore, TCA aims to benefit 

from other peers and give support to them through 

sharing experiences.

Training on the Economic Efficiency of Investment 

Funds was held for the SAI of Qatar

In the framework of the bilateral agreement between 

our institution and the SAI of Qatar, a two-day training 

program on “Economic Efficiency of Investment 

Funds” was held on 15-16 May 2019 for the auditors of 

the SAI of Qatar.

In the scope of the program, the training was given on 

the definition of investment funds, their categories, 

indicators of the economic efficiency of investment 

funds, audit of the financial statements of investment 

funds and the reports on the economic efficiency of 

investment funds.

TCA President Seyit Ahmet BAS attended the 

International Conference Held by the Romanian 

Court of Accounts 

TCA President Seyit Ahmet BAŞ attended the 

international conference held by the Romanian Court 

of Accounts within the scope of the Romanian 

Presidency of the Council of the European Union in 

Bucharest. 53 participants from 22 countries, 13 of 

which were represented at the presidential level, 

attended the international conference, which was held 

on 07.05.2019 with the themes of “Audit Innovations in 

European Union and Increasing Guiding Roles of the 

SAIs”. In the conference, presentations were delivered 

on such topics as New Approaches to Public Sector 

Audit in Europe, Digitalisation of Audit, Increasing the 

Contributions of the SAIs to the Lives of Citizens and 

Social Impacts of Audit.

President BAŞ held bilateral and multilateral 

cooperation talks with the representatives of many 

countries including Romania, Poland, Moldovia, Spain, 

Czechia and Portugal during and after the conference. 

counts

A Delegation from the SAI of Qatar, the Incoming 

ARABOSAI President, paid a study visit to the 

President of the TCA, Seyit Ahmet BAS , received the 

President of the State Audit Bureau of Qatar, Sheikh 

Bandar Bin Mohammed Bin Saoud Al Thani, and the 

accompanying delegat ion f rom the SAI  of 
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Qatar on 24 April 2019.

The study visit of the SAI of Qatar started with this 

welcome meeting; then, the TCA made presentations 

on the data analysis system (VERA) used by the TCA, 

the application of audit management program 

(SayCap) and the TCA’s experience about the IT audit in 

the scope of new methodologies. Moreover, the 

visiting delegation shared information on project 

Archer, which is about the restructuring of the SAI of 

Qatar.

In addition, during the meeting, evaluations were 

made on the trainings and other activities realized in 

the framework of the cooperation agreement between 

the TCA and the SAI of Qatar; and emphasis was made 

on having a closer collaboration in the field of audit 

between the TCA and the SAI of Qatar for the future 

periods.

President BAŞ gifted Sheikh Bandar Bin Mohammed 

Bin Saoud Al Thani a “cufic” plate with a panel 

inscription that represents the Divan-ıİşraf (Court of 

Control), which was an entity that performed the audits 

tasks related to the state’s financial transactions in the 

historical Turkish states of Karakhanids, Ghaznevids 

and Seljuks.y Visit to the TCA

ECOSAI Workshop on Ethics Audit in Antalya, 

TURKEY

The workshop on “Introduction to Ethics Audit” for the 

member SAIs of the Economic Cooperation 

Organization Supreme Audit Institutions (ECOSAI) was 

held in Antalya on 15-19 April 2019, and it was hosted 

by the Turkish Court of Accounts (TCA).

The workshop continued for five days, and trainings 

were given on “What is Ethics Audit”, “Why should SAI 

conduct Ethics Audit”, “Implementation and Reporting 

of Ethics Audit”, “Ethics Audit Approaches in Public 

Entities” under the main title of “Introduction to Ethics 

Audit”, and good practice examples were discussed.

The opening of the workshop was made by the 

President of the TCA, Mr. Seyit Ahmet BAŞ; and there 

were 28 participants from the ECOSAI member SAIs of 

Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, İran, Kazakhstan, Kirgizstan, 

Mongolia, Pakistan, Tajikistan and the SAIs of other 

countries like the TRNC, Kuwait, Palestine and Qatar.

Cooperation Protocol signed with the United 

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 

Turkey Office

TCA President Seyit Ahmet Baş and Representative of 

UNHCR Turkey Katharina Lumpp signed cooperation 

protocol between the Turkish Court of Accounts (TCA) 

and the Office of the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees in Turkey regarding the 

audit of funds given to public administrations by 

UNHCR on 17.04.2019.
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